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Monday, October 23, 2006
Story by Barbara Honegger, Senior Military Affairs Journalist
The Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) and the University of Mary Washington (UMW) College of
Graduate Professional Studies formalized a historic education and research partnership agreement Oct.
16-17, cementing a strategic partnership to share academic and information technology (IT) resources to
promote joint educational, research and professional projects.  UMW is a state university of the
Commonwealth of Virginia.
President William J. Frawley signed the agreement in a
formal signing ceremony at the Fredericksburg, Virginia
campus Oct. 16, and NPS President Air Force Col.
David Smarsh added his signature the following day at
the NPS Board of Advisors meeting. 
Under the agreement, NPS will soon have academic
and administrative offices, IT support, and access to
classrooms and lab space for the first time in the
National Capital Region (NCR).  Plans for the
collaborative effort include NPS and UMW student
involvement in programs at both institutions through
student internships, research projects, work study activities and cooperative education programs. 
“The future is in cooperative education, and this is the first step in a major leap forward in our being able
to leverage NPS’ core competencies in graduate education and research in the National Capital area,”
said Prof. Dan Nussbaum, director of NPS National Capital Region programs.  “The new offices, which
we hope to be able to move into after the first of the year, and UMW classrooms and lab space are only a
few miles from Naval Sea Systems Command at Dahlgren and Marine Corps Systems Command at
Quantico.  Imagine the possibilities when NPS faculty and students will be able to do research in, say,
network centric warfare at Quantico, and Quantico military and civilian personnel can drive only 20 miles
to take NPS video tele-education and in-residence courses at the new satellite location.”
Nussbaum estimates 5,000 engineers in the I95-Quantico corridor will be able to take advantage of
online, video tele-education and in-residence NPS courses delivered with the assistance of UMW’s IT
infrastructure and administered from the new outreach office.    
“The agreement between NPS and the University of Mary Washington is a major step in bringing our
expertise in graduate education and research to the Quantico-Stafford County (Virginia) region,” agreed
NPS Provost Dr. Leonard Ferrari, who attended the Board of Advisors meeting.  
“This is a definite win-win between partners who can really deliver,” said Marine Corps Maj. Mitch Cook
(Ret.), NCR liaison for the NPS Office of Continuous Learning.  “Their students will be able to take NPS
courses, and vice versa, and their IT infrastructure will greatly expand our ability to deliver NPS curricula
via distributed learning.”
“This all began with the vision of Tom Hazard, the director of NPS’ Office of Continuous Learning,” Cook
noted.  “Tom saw the incredible potential of NPS having a physical footprint in the National Capital Area
and didn’t rest until the vision became a reality.”  
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and didn’t rest until the vision became a reality.”  
Hazard, in turn, credits the overall vision of NPS Associate Provost for Academic Affairs and Institutional
Advancement, Dr. Julie Filizetti.  
“Dr. Filizetti continues to look for new ways to increase NPS’ value across DoD and federal communities,
both in research and in providing relevant education opportunities,” said Hazard. “Likewise, she
encourages all of us to continuously look for ways to better serve our learner population, and that
includes finding high quality partners who share the same vision for distributing intellectual capital beyond
the traditional campus setting through adapting science of learning methodologies and innovative
delivery techniques.
“We are fortunate to have established a collaborative relationship with one of those high quality partners,
the University of Mary Washington, that will better serve our customer base, both in the National
Capitol Region and worldwide,” Hazard added.  “Together, we believe we will bring the right mix
of information system and intelligence network expertise, distributed learning innovation and DoD
relevance to meet the 21st century critical thinking requirements of the Department of Defense, the
world’s largest learning organization.” 
“This alliance focuses attention on the extraordinary quality of faculty and students at both institutions
and on ways our two schools can share our valuable resources to mutual benefit,” said UMW President
Frawley in signing the agreement.  “Many NPS graduates have advanced to the highest levels of
leadership in the military, government and industry, and NPS alumni play important roles in organizations
in the greater Fredericksburg region.  NPS alumni are also in key positions in the military, government
and industry in the greater Fredericksburg region, such as the Naval Sea Systems Command at
Dahlgren and the Marine Corps Systems Command at Quantico.”  
The compliment was quickly returned.  
“UMW’s College of Graduate Professional Studies has breadth, depth and rigor, is already highly ranked
among colleges and universities in its category,” said Cook.  “It is strategically placed as the only
institution of higher learning in an area with a rapidly growing number of DoD uniformed and civilian
employees for whom the new NPS programs are ideally suited for career development.” 
For more information about the new educational partnership agreement and NPS programs in the
National Capital Region, contact Prof. Nussbaum at (831) 656-2387 or danusba@nps.edu.  For more
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